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I Beacon Festival

September 29th

The Many Streams Folk Festival at Beacon took place
under a summery weather, and it turned out to be a great
festival, as always, which started with a big parade.

As done past years, MHJCA did Face Painting of Ka-
buki Kumadori. Our painters this year were Midori-san,
Chikako-san and Atsuko-san along with 5 other volun-
teers who helped keep our booth organized, A representa-
tive of the Arts Mid-Hudson (former DCAC), and also our
member, Polly-san was directing event as the main orga-
nizer of the festival collaborated with the town and other
organizations. There was another booth across the street
where also doing face painting with musical characters,
believed from the “Cats”. So, secretly we were compet-
ing traditional Japanese Kabuki face against the mod-
ern musical “Cats” face on kids and sometimes adults,
too. And the result was, they didn’t seem care whatever

(see page 3)
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Dear members

When I look back and think about the year of 2013, I found many cultural events very
-1 can’t forget a little girl started crying because she couldn t think of what to write
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Program Committee

(Continued from page 1 )

it was, but they were all happy anyway as long as they
looked “WILD”! People were waiting on line during the
entire festival until the 4pm closing time.
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I Calligraphy Workshop

I EFT—-02397

July 6th

We had nine (9) attendants at our 2nd Calligraphy Workshop
held at the Adams’s in Hopewell Jen on 07/06/13. There was no
specific theme given by instructor Midori Shinye to write, but
instead everyone came up with their own, and naturally all of
them were related to Summer except one, who just moved, and
he wrote “Hikkoshi (Moved / Moving)”.

Midori-san very much liked the idea practicing calligraphy to
be a part of daily life. After all, dessert which was kindly prepared
by Mrs. Adams seemed having occupied everyone’s mind.

www.mhjca.org
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Program Committee

I Japanese Workshop / No.13

I HEZZFT—-023v7 /136

July 11th (6-7pm)

6 participants learned to make a sentence or two with
the theme word of Vacation . They interestingly kept the
conversation from the questions like Where did you go?
and What did you eat there? Everyone had a great time.
Please note that August Japanese workshop has been
cancelled due to the instructor’s unavailability.
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I Tanabata Origami

I YN

July 30th (2-3:30pm)

We presented Tanabata-Star festival
and Origami at Marlboro Free Library as
a part of their summer kids’ program. This |
event was also the second of two Children’s
Day events which we collaborated with the
DCAC Folk Arts Program. 20 plus children
came to fold jumping frogs, write wishes
on paper strips to hang on bamboo branches, and sample
“Amazake _ fermented rice drink”. This gave children a
happy surprise.

Tanabata (the Star Festival) is held on July 7 every
year in Japan. It is originated to a legend that the Cowherd
Star (Altair) and Weaver Star (Vega), lovers separated by
the Milky Way, are allowed to meet just once a year on
the seventh day of the seventh month. Children and adults
write their wishes on colored paper strips and hang them,
along with other paper ornaments, on bamboo branches.
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Program Committee

I Presentation of Our Original Kamishibai

I HEETLE F—23>

August 5th

Annual Interfaith Peace
Gatheringcommemorating |
Hiroshima and Nagasaki |
Atomic Bombings was |
held at the Interchurch
Center in upper west of
Manhattan on August 5th( 6th in Japan time which is the day
of the bomb dropped in Hiroshima.) Prior to the memorial
ceremony, a family program was offered at 3pm where our
original Kamishibai (paper theater storytelling) “When I
was thirteen” illustrated by Chikako Mori was presented by
three narrators (one English speaker and two Japanese).

This story describes Tomiko’s horrific experiences
during the WWIL. The audience seemed to be stunned by
drawings and amazed by the story as they popped many
questions at “the conversation with Hibakusha (survivor)”
followed after. Tomiko’s longtime friend, Pete Seeger, a
peace activist and song writer, was also one of the guests.
He read his own lyrics and performed his banjo, too.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, Tomiko was asked
to sound the Peace bell at 7:15 pm which is the exact time of
bomb drop in Hiroshima 68 years ago, Japan time, to send a
peace message to all people in the world.
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I Temari Workshop

September 5th

Our seven volunteers presented and Five members
participated in stitching C8 (Combination 8). Ginny
Sensei presented a technique of how to set initial lining
with gold threads on a basic temari ball without a paper
strip measurement, which means you use your eyes to
find the center of the ball and equal divisions. After a two
hour session, we had a wonderful lunch that one of the
participants brought for everyone. It was a good time with
nice chats.
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I Potluck Lunch

September 21th

As Fall is about to begin, 19 members gathered for
MHICA fall potluck party at the Oldiges’. All home
cooked food was fabulous and compliments to each other’s
dish were exchanged. Among those dishes, one dish was
particularly reminiscent to us as Japanese, which was

(see page 6)
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Program Committee

(Continued from page 5)

mackerel pike cooked in soy sauce and mirin (sugar and
sake wine) with ginger. Mackerel pike and Fall is almost
equivalent to some Japanese.
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I Tea Ceremony Workshop

October 5th (Sat. 1:00-3:00pm)

Tea ceremony workshop was held at
Shimojo’s. As is customary in October, this
was the final use of an OFURO (a portable
fireplace) for the purpose of heating the water
used in the tea ceremony, where after the
switch to a RO (a fireplace built in the floor)
becomes necessary in the winter months.

In an effort to instill in the participants
the “Way of Tea”, the proceedings commenced with
the serving of TENSHIN (small-portion food dishes
selected by season). The workshop was held in the spirit
of “NAGASHI DATE”, wherein the server and guests,
enjoying each others company, engage in conversation
throughout the ceremony.

The arrangement of flowers were the combination of
Japanese Pampass Grass and Cosmos from Atsuko-san’s
garden.The sweets offered during the service were home-
made “Un-baked YATSUHASHI” and HIGASHI.
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Program Committee

IJapanese Workshop / No.14

I H3FZET-023v7/ 14 [

October 10th

Five members joined the 14th workshop to learn to
say “Welcome”, “Good evening”, and “Where did you
go today?” Each took turns to play act with help of Mrs.
West. A pleasant class with laughter was ended with
homemade refreshments. This free workshop that Mrs.
West generously donated with her knowledge and skill will
no longer continue in 2014.
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3. Ogenkidesuka 7
4. Hai, Okagesamade.

5. san wa Ogenkidesuka?

6. Hal, mugmn&'!a. -} BS < —-. |
LR B

7. Kyo~wa, Doko e Ikimashitaka?

8. Kyo~wa, su~-pa~ ni ikimashita

8. sanwa Doko e ikimashitaka?

I Tanka Workshop

I HoxHI—o23v7

October 19th (1:30-3:30)

This time, 10 members (include 1 new
member) joined in the tanka workshop at the
Moris’. As usual, the copied booklets of tanka with
instructor’s correction were hand outed. Then,
every participants read their own tanka to get the
suggestions and impressions. This was the wrap
up time of our studies that was getting our Tanka
into the shape with using words like “ Smell,
Scent, Fragrance, perfume, aroma & odor” during last 2
Workshops and we could improved our sense of smell. The
workshop was ended with the usual enjoyable mood.

After all, Chikako- san asked if this Tanka workshop
should be continued next year, and it was unanimously
decided that it will continue.
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Program Committee

I Enrichment Program at Holy Trinity School

October 24th

Fourteen third grade students at Holy Trinity School in
Poughkeepsie received our enrichment program consisting
of calligraphy, origami, kamishibai-paper theater, and
kimono wearing. It started with a simple description of
where Japan is located in the world, and then everyone
tried brush-ink writing in a quiet atmosphere. They wrote
“a red leaf Momiji” in Japanese and got excited with
origami- jumping frogs as they competed in making their
own frogs to jump farther. Another excitement was wearing
Kimono, the girls and boys tried on Kimonos or happy
coats. “Hanasaka Jiisan- The Old Man Who Made Trees
Bloom” was the Kamishibai-paper theater piece.
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I Calligraphy Workshop

I FFT—-023v7

November 9th

It was our last Calligraphy Workshop this year, and
we had 7 participants to demonstrate what they’ve learned
so far. And, instructor Midori-san is very proud to say that
she could see improvement in every one’s writing and truly
enjoyed instructing those characteristic participants who’d
shared their main goal - learning something. Of course, we
have achieved another goal - self control. That means you
don’t need to find a quiet place to meditate but you can find
a special space in your soul to meditate yourself.
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Program Committee

I Annual Meeting and a Year-End Party I FIRE BES

December 7th
Immediately after
the annual meeting,
which was held at
11:30 am at “Gomen-
Kudasai”, New Paltz,
24  members and
two guests enjoyed a
reunion as they were
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served hot buck wheat | Br26 NoBmME (&
or flour noodles in B : - TE24 N BN E
broth. While exchanging their updates with laughter, the THE2230 HEOE A L L & » [T ERZBLADO L
Program Committee held a fund raiser by selling various WIRZ RO BENTERTT, FARFICRELE HE T SELEDO DI

donated items. Those were mostly given by our members LEDIELEBDLEMNINT AR S LELED. 85
but there were a couple of items donated by non- members. 1 5 1D ENTEEL DT BMENTEI AL

We raised $151.00. We thank you very much for those who BILHEL FIFEd,
generously participated in the fund raiser.
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Program Committee Corporate Members

I Japanese Workshop / No.15

I AZ#&ED—-023v7/ 15 [

December 12th

Ten members gathered to Mrs. West’s last Japanese class
to thank her for her generosity and kindness to have hosted
16 workshops. With sweets and snacks everyone brought, the
class was turned into a party with a little bit of review of the
previous lessons. “How are you?” and “I’m fine” in Japanese
were exchanged among the participants.

Tomiko’s class is always fun! MHJCA thanks her for
wonderful lessons and wish her well.
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I 2013 Corporate Members & Supporting Patrons

I DEEDT =KL —h, X/ =L 1EE

Edo Sushi Restaurant Poughkeepsie, NY
Gomen-Kudasai Restaurant  New Paltz, NY
Kitchen Atsuko, Inc. Woodstock, NY

Koshii Maxelum America, Inc. Poughkeepsie, NY
Kazuko Aoki New York, NY
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Member’s Reports / £ HT

Congratulations !

Ms. Nancy Eri Miyake (the oldest one of Carol & Masashi
Miyake) Married to Ivan Oswald (the youngest one of Valerie
& John Oswald at Adelaide, Australia) on Aug.31% in Port
Villa, Vanuatu. Hope Happy Forever!

Sympathy

Ms.Nobuko Ohki (92 years old & Mother of Chikako Mori)
in Tokyo passed away peacefully with a lot of flowers she
loved.

We condoled with her on mother’s death.

BOHTLITETVET !
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Atsuko Shimojo

One of my friends introduced me the MHJCA and I have
been a member for 10 years now. Thanks to the group, I
made many friends across the Hudson River.

The best friend 1 found through the MHJCA is my
husband, Masashi Miyake.

Both of us appreciate how MHJCA brought happiness
to us. We are, and will continue to be, committed to help
the group.

The MHJCA brings us many opportunities that we would
not be able to find otherwise, such as volunteering to local
communities and sharing ethnic home cooking at pot luck
parties.

I hope this wonderful organization will bring rich information
and friendship to all members.

My personal goal at my home is to grow MAITAKE
mushrooms in our back yard. We were very lucky to have
bountiful SHIITAKE farming last year. Together with them, I
am interested in expanding Japanese vegetables in Mid-Hudson
Valley area.
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4 Acknowledgments

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following individuals, companies and
organizations who had donated items, fund or your precious time and effort to volunteer, or
organized wonderful events for us:

Suzumi & Wayne Adams, Kazuko Aoki, Mayumi D’Agostino, Arts Mid-Hudson (former

DCAC), Carolyn Ferrell, Akiko Fujimori, Gomen-Kudasai Noodle Shop, Shinichi Honda, Kitchen
Atsuko, Koshii Maxelum America, Yoko Matsubayashi, Chikako & Toyoo Mori, Masashi Miyake,
Machiko Oldiges, Junko & Nobuo Onuma, Noriko Papineau, Atsuko Shimojo, Midori Shinye,
\ Ginny Thompson, Motoko Warshafky, Tomiko West, Saburo Yamato and Michaeline Yurkovic
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Reminder for using our group e-mail

As you already know, our group e-mail system is utilized to ensure our events and vital information reaches all of our members. This is not for individual members to use for their
political and religious views or personal business gain. We appreciate your discretion on this matter. Thank you for understanding and cooperation.
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To all MHJCA Members:

At times the MHJCA may want to use photos taken at MHJCA events for various purposes, including on the public website, group brochure, program fliers,etc. If you DO NOT
want a photo that includes you (no names will be listed) used in this manners, please let us know by sending an email to contact@mbhjca.org OR sending a postal note to MHJCA,
45 Whitney Dr., Woodstock, NY 12498. If you are willing to have photos used, you do not need to do anything. Members with children under 18 will be contacted with a specific
waiver to give permission to use photos (no names listed) of their children (photos with children will not be used unless and until we have parents’ permission).
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MHJCA 2014 Spring Events MHICA 20144 HDARYY A e wstetter
January  1/4 KAKIZOME Workshop 1H 18 6H Egwy—rvay? (F¥7v—) Toyoo Mori
oughkeepsie) H S g Iy
1/14 é?alhgraphy Workshop #1 L 14H ,E'ﬁv Z/E 77 #l 57_3?7/ ) Staff
14 140 RBZBR #1 (737 -) _
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